TESTING CONDITIONSADD ZEST TO YOUTH POWERBOAT FINAL

Our two representatives at the Honda RYA Youth Ri&mpionship at Southampton
Boat Show on Sunday 12 December are Harry Lucaandlle Redman Baber.

Harry, a Cadet member of The Island | ,,-,-‘ =
Yacht Club, Canvey, won the 12 to 16 agf*ﬁ"*‘ \
group and Camille, who along with elder - B
sister Sophie and younger brother Lewis
a member of Paxton Lakes SC, won the
eight to 12 age group in the competition.
The competition mixes high levels of boa
handling skills with a race against the :
clock. Both proved they could handle the
tides of the river Thames and the strong
and gusty westerly winds as well as produce fadtteunds. Harry is the youngest
competitor to win the senior group at the regidirall. He concentrated on an
accurate penalty-free run on each of his two rdriteeddemanding course.

left to right-Sophie Redman Baber (PLSC) —CamibieiRan Baber(PLSC)-
Tiffany Carter (I'YC)-Christopher Gladwin (FGSC)-Hwriucas (IYC)
Aron soderberg (IYC)

Camille had a clear first round but collected pgealon the second when, like a lot
of others, the wind and
tide drifted her clear of
a key man-over-board
segment. She admitted
that coming from a still
water inland lake the
tide set had taken some
getting used to.

One of the more astonishing rounds was that ofs@tpher Gladwin from Fishers
Green, taking part in his first competition andihgwot driven a RIB prior to his



local heat, who laid down two almost identicallyxéd runs with a mere seven
hundredths of a second difference. He took the thiace slot in the younger age

group.

Altogether 23 youngsters aged between eight arfcdobé all over the Eastern Region
took part in the final at The Island Yacht Clubn@ey Island. All had successfully
completed in one of four local area heats, runablsrs Adventure Centre, (near
Ockenden, Essex), Fishers Green Sailing Club Wedthamstow, Herts), Alton
Water (near Ipswich) and Paxton Lakes Sailing Cleér St Neots, Cambs. Between
them they represented nine clubs and youth orgaomsa

The first three in each age group went throughatmigay’s final.

RYA's youth RIB manager Adrian Bannister told treupgsters: “You've all done
extremely well to get to the regional final. You'skown you understand what's
needed to be a good powerboat driver. You areutued powerboat instructors of the
future and you must go on to take your Level 1 2pdwerboat courses.”

Regional RYA HYR Co-ordinator Garth Cooper saidhiShas been a fantastic year
for the competition in this region. We've had ewveare clubs asking to join than ever
before. We've got offers from clubs to hold a ceupiore heats next year, which
could see us crack the magic 100 youngsters tadany

“Powerboating is still a fast growing sector of gport. These youngsters many of
whom also sail dinghies, will be more responsilnid better powerboat handlers
because of this competition.

“Harry and Camille will do us proud at Southampiorseptember.”

Regional Chairman Chris Edwards presented the awaard said: “

Both youngsters will have the benefit of fine-tupiheir skills under the beady eye of
current Honda RYA Youth RIB national champions Aat@wther (IYC) and Steve
Curtis (PLSC). They both won two years running hade now been appointed RYA
East Youth RIB Ambassadors. Aaron is now too ofdiie competition, but Steve,
who won the junior group two years running expécteturn to competition perhaps
next year, in the senior age group.

A final word from our new regional champions: “Cobétill can’t believe | won. It
hasn’'t sunk in yet.”

Among the nine clubs and youth organisations takig in the competition this year
are:

Paxton Lakes SC, Cambs.

Bury Lakes Young Mariners, Bedford

Fishers Green SC, Walthamstow, Herts

Enfield Scouts Sailing Association, Middlesex

The Island Yacht Club, Canvey, Essex

Thames Estuary Yacht Club, Southend, Essex

Thorpe Bay Yacht Club, Southend, Essex

Alton Water Sailing Club, Ipswich, Suffolk



Junior Adventure Water Sports, Woodbridge, Suffolk

For more information about the Honda RYA Youth RIBampionship, details on
how to get involved and a list of regional finat®ges visit www.rya.org.uk

RESULTS:
8 — 12 age group:
1. Camille Redman Baber (PLSC) 1 min 33.60 secs

2. Tiffany Carter (IYC) 1 mB89.31 secs

3. Christopher Gladwin (FGSC) 1 min 46.31 secs
13 - 16 age group:

1. Harry Lucas (IYC) 1 min 13.69 secs

2. Aron Soderberg (IYC) 1 min 18.22 secs

3. Sophie Redman Baber (PLSC) 1 min 18.50 secs



