
Welcome to the HASA 2011 AGM.  

1. Local issues.  

1.1. The scrap yard at Ipswich docks, which with the wind in the wrong direction has caused rust to be carried 

over to OYC and Fox’s Marina. Some compensation claims have been made and been paid.  

The other issue is with dirty water run-off into the river when it rains. This is an environmental issue and 

comes under the control of the Department for the Environment who issue the licence to operate. 

Monitoring is going on. 

1.2. Public access to Mistley Quay is an on-going issue. There is local help available to get over the fence and 

the activities to have the fence removed continue. 

1.3. Orfordness Lighthouse closure. We made representation to Trinity House about this issue basically saying 

that this was a useful landmark and it would be a shame if it was closed, however we did not consider it 

worth every leisure sailor in the UK paying light dues just to keep it open. 

I attended a meeting with Trinity House where they detailed exactly how they has arrived at their decision 

based purely on navigational needs, which is their legal responsibility. Everyone in the meeting examined 

their detailed research and agreed with their logic. The legal responsibilities of Trinity House will end when 

the light is turned off. It is most likely that the National Trust will be offered the building to maintain as a 

national monument. 

1.4. One power boat has been banned from the port at Ipswich due to speeding on the river. All marina’s were 

advised of the bad conduct of this boat. 

    

2.  Wind Farms. Phase 1 farms are completed, phase 2 are under construction and phase 3 are in the planning 

stage.  Those that have fallen within the control of a Harbour Authority (Harwich or London) have been a lot 

easier to deal and obtain the NTM’s, but the offshore farms only have national NTM’s issued which are more 

problematic, unless you can get on the right (e)mailing list.  

2.1. Phase 1 is Scroby Sands, Gunfleet and off North Foreland. Once construction is complete my understanding 

is that we should be able to sail through them, as long as your air draft does not get near 20M which is the 

blade clearance height. 

2.2. Phase 2 is London Array, Outer Gabbard (inc. Galloper sands). London Array have started installing the 

bases and Outer Gabbard are erecting the turbines. 

2.3. Phase 3 is Anglia Offshore. This potentially fills the gap between the Gabbard, Scroby Sands, the UK 

seaward limit and the Gas fields off North Norfolk when completed, Phase 3 is just looking at a small 

section in the South of this area.  

 

3. Marine Protected Areas and Marine Conservation Zones (MPA & MCZ) 

There are 2 that concern us directly,  “Balanced Seas” project, which runs round the South East from Felixstowe 

to the Hampshire/Dorset Border and “Net Gain” project which covers the North Sea from Felixstowe to the 

Scottish border. Some clubs have been contacted by a team within the “Balanced Seas” project about their 

sailing and anchoring habits. 

  

4. There are also many other activities you will hear about from time to time. Examples are  

Shoreline Management Plans 

Estuary & Coastal Management Plans 



Estuary & Coastal Flood Management Plans 

 

The RYA Environmental Officer, Chris Edwards, is dealing with the above issues. We are in constant communication 

with Chris. If you get contacted by anyone from one of these schemes please let us (HASA and RYA East) know so 

that we can co-ordinate the bigger picture. 

5. Coastguard review. Situation is still developing. This is a national issue so please what the RYA as well as the 

RYA East web site. Not a lot I can say other than to keep your ear to the ground. 

 

6. National and International perception of access to our coast.  

The article in the Yachting Monthly October 2010 issue about “How to cope with Shipping” states in the section 

on roundabouts and junctions “The Sunk separation scheme now almost seems to blockade Harwich for yachts 

planning to cross to Holland”. They seem to have missed the point that this is only mandatory for commercial 

shipping. We have had no negative feedback from Sunk VTS about leisure vessels in this area. 

Between HASA and RYA East we have asked HQ to see how we can get the yachting press to be more factual 

rather than writing a good story that implies that we are becoming isolated.  

If we do not correct the impression now then, with the increasing proliferation of wind farms all around us as 

well international visitors will not be able to plot a course to our coast at all.  

 

7. The role of the Harwich Area Sailing Association seems to mystify some.  

To clarify. Club representation into the regional and national organisation is (in the Eastern region) done 

through the area associations. There are approx. 8 other area organisations who make up the Eastern region. In 

HASA there are the central roles (Chairman, Treasurer, Secretary), there are the 2 RYA East committee 

members (these 2 people are there to speak on behalf of all the clubs in the HASA area at the RYA east 

meetings etc., the remaining members represent a number of clubs in a geographic area.  

 

8. Communications and the World Wide Web.  

My position. I have email overload and find that there are too many web sites with largely the same 

information , but sometimes small but significant differences.  I have a personal ambition to minimize the 

number of sites we need to work our way through so we can ensure anything of significance can be seen more 

clearly and we can just get out there and enjoy our sport. 

RYA East put a lot of effort into their web site and regular email briefings out to all. We are working with them 

to ensure that these contains all the necessary information from our area.  

We are working through what we need adding to the RYA East site so we can close down the HASA site. As I see 

it all we need is a small area where we can put our meeting minutes and the guidance we have agreed with 

HHA for racing and cruising in company in the area controlled by Harwich Harbour Authority. 

The RYA East web site is continually evolving and is going to the list of clubs to show which area association 

there are covered by. Can all clubs please send through to the RYA East web master their club burgee and their 

club web site URL (RYA East URL is http://www.ryaeast.org/new_site/home.shtml ). 

Role  Name  Telephone  Email  

Hon President Lee Foster  commodore@pmsc.co.uk  

Chairman Nigel Mower 01473 780397 nigel.mower@talk21.com  

Secretary Chris Brooke 01255 675546 chrisbrooke@rya-online.net 



Treasurer &  
RYA Representative Tony James 01473 328596 tony.james@intamail.com 

RYA Representative Ted Evans 01394 388295 e.f.evans@keele.ac.uk 

Committee Member Michael MacDowell 01728 453580 Mmacd9@aol.com 

Committee Member Graham Mills 01394 384186 graham.d.mills@btinternet.com 

Committee Member David Cocks 01206 298661 dj.cocks@btinternet.com 

Committee Member John Minns  johnminns@aol.com 

Committee Member  Rod Richens 01394 386813 richens@gansa.plus.com 

Committee Member Orwell YC Secretary  honsec@orwellyachtclub.org.uk  

 

 

List of Affiliated Sailing Clubs 

Club Name  Telephone  Website (www.)  HASA Representative  
  Aldeburgh Y.C. 

01728 452562  aldeburghyc.u-net.com    Michael MacDowell 

  Bawdsey Haven Y.C 01394 410258  
to follow    Graham Mills 

  Deben Y.C. 01394 386504 debenyachtclub.co.uk   Rod Richens 

  East Anglian Sailing Trust 01728 747057  east-anglian-sailing-trust.org.uk   Nigel Mower 

  Felixstowe Ferry S.C. 01394 283785 ffsc.info   Graham Mills 

  Harwich & Dovercourt S.C 01206 308373  hdsc.org.uk   John Minns 

  Harwich Town S.C. 01255 503200 htsc.co.uk   John Minns 

  Haven Ports Y.C. 01473 659658 hpyc.com   Nigel Mower 

  Haven Series 01255 674074  
havenseries.org    Nigel Mower 

  Lowestoft Cruising Club 07980 504 739 lowestoftcruisingclub.co.uk   Michael MacDowell 

  Nancy Blackett Trust 01252 328187  nancyblackett.org 
  Tony James  

  Old Gaffers Association 01621 783969  oldgaffersassociation.org 
  Tony James 

  Orford S.C. 01394 450759 
orfordsail.org.uk   Michael MacDowell 

  Orwell Y.C. 01473 602288 orwellyachtclub.org.uk   Richard Bull 

  Pin Mill S.C. 01473 780271 pmsc.org.uk   Tony James 

  Royal Harwich Y.C. 01473 780219 royalharwichyachtclub.co.uk   Tony James 

  Shotley S.C. 01473 787500 sailingclub.shotleygate.com   John Minns 



  Slaughden S.C. 01728 689036  slaughdensailingclub.co.uk   Michael MacDowell 

  Stoke S.C. 01473 624989  to follow   Richard Bull 

  Stour S.C. 01206 393924  stoursailingclub.co.uk   John Minns 

  St Edmonsbury Y.A. 01449 722759  seyachting.co.uk   Rod Richens 

  Suffolk Water Sports Assn 01502 587163  suffolkwatersports.co.uk   Rod Richens 

  Waldringfield S.C. 01473 736633 
waldringfieldsc.com   Graham Mills 

  Walton & Frinton Y.C. 01255 675526 wfyc.co.uk   David Cocks 

  Woodbridge Cruising Club 01394 386737 
woodbridgecruisingclub.org   Rod Richens 

 


